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A QUARTERLY UPDATE FOR THOSE IN MINISTRY WITH CHURCHES OF CHRIST

One thing I did not dream of happening was any of my 
books being turned into a movie... and yet God had other 
plans. Four months ago, I found myself... watching Mission 
Pictures International film a movie based on my first published 
novel. Veteran Hollywood actress, Kelly McGillis, was quoting 
Hebrews 13:2 and then she repeated dialogue lifted straight 
from the pages of my book. She said, “That is scripture, and 
we will not compromise when it comes to doing God’s will.” 
I do not cry easily anymore—but I did then because that par-
ticular sentence had come straight from my heart—a sort of 
battle cry I believe belongs in the heart of every Christian.

·  ·  ·

The excerpt above is from an acceptance speech I heard re-
cently by Ohio Valley University alumna Serena Miller (’69) 
during our 2014 Homecoming Weekend 2014. I had the 
privilege to receive Serena Miller on campus as she was recog-
nized as the 2014 Alumna of the Year.

Serena is an award-winning Christian fiction author and has 
published several successful novels. One of her most recent 
books has been produced into a full-length television movie 
entitled “Love Finds You in Sugarcreek, Ohio” starring Sarah 
Lancaster, Tom Everett Scott and Kelly McGillis. The mov-
ie is scheduled to be broadcast June 1 on the Uplift cable 
channel (UPTV).

Below are a few memorable excerpts from that speech:

...it was also in the fall of 1968 that I had the blessing of 
sitting in Dr. Aebi’s Bible class and for the first time, the Bible 
came alive for me and I realized that it was not just a book of 
rules that I could not keep—but a fascinating ancient docu-
ment filled with wisdom and power. I sat, transfixed, as Dr. 
Aebi convinced me of the accuracy and truth contained within 
those pages.

·  ·  ·

...in 1968, when our country felt like it was spinning 
out of control, and the very ground beneath my feet felt like 
shifting sand—this small, impoverished, Christian school 
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Oftentimes, the most remarkable gifts come from humble 
beginnings. Take Bill Ingram’s gift, for example. Bill owns 
300 acres near Pursely, WV, and grew up living the simple, 
but hard-working, life of a farmer. Throughout his life he sold 
hay, milk, and corn. He raised beef cattle and even built a 
barn from the timber he harvested from the property.

Bill worked for the Farm Bureau and was director of the 
Upper Panhandle lobby in Charleston, WV. He was also 
appointed a trustee of Union Bank, a regional bank with 
eight locations. 

Today, Bill still lives on the farm where he was born. God has 
richly blessed him and he has prospered. I recently asked him 
why he chose to give to Ohio Valley University. His simple 
reply struck me as one of excellent Christian stewardship and 
of legacy. And honestly, I expected nothing less of him.

“I had a couple of reasons for giving to Ohio Valley 
University,” said Bill. “I saved money on taxes by giving to 
OVU. I also wanted to honor Joanne, my wife, because she 
was interested in education. We wanted to endow a scholar-
ship for students from Pursely and Branch (our hometowns). 
These days, an education is one 
of the most important things 
a young person can have. This 
donation is a way for people to 
benefit from this money for a 
long time.”

For years, Bill has been an excel-
lent worker of the land that God 
provided to his family. Today, 
his gift of a $50,000 endowed 
scholarship inspires us to be 
good stewards of our financial 
resources as well. It is a gift that 
cultivates--ensuring future gen-
erations of young people receive 
a Christian education at Ohio 
Valley University. 

How can you follow Bill’s example 
of faith and stewardship and help 
OVU with its mission?

gave a scared and confused eighteen-year-old girl something 
rock solid and unchanging to hang onto and it made all 
the difference.

·  ·  ·

Today, many things mirror the same tensions we felt in 
1968. We are still at war, and most of us aren’t sure why. 
Christian beliefs are very much under attack. It often feels 
like our country has lost its collective mind. And yet here at 
OVU, even though the buildings have changed, and 
the staff has changed—the basic Biblical principles 
taught here have not changed. The scripture contin-
ues to be taught and upheld. Other scared, confused, kids 
are no doubt discovering eternal truths upon which they can 
build their lives.

·  ·  ·

I am so proud of this school and all it has accomplished. I 
pray that all who are associated with it will be blessed for their 
faithfulness.

·  ·  ·

After her speech, Serena commented that receiving the award 
from the Alumni Association was “the best day of my life.” 
When we have an alumnus who weaves scripture into a full-
length movie script, I think to myself, this is one of the best 
days of my life. This is what the school is about. 

Serena is married to Steve Miller, who preaches at the 
Sunshine Church of Christ in Scioto County, Ohio, near 
Portsmouth. The congregation is home to over 200 members 
and they recently celebrated their 100th anniversary. 

For more information about Serena Miller, visit her website 
at http://serenabmiller.com.

» DONORS WHO INSPIRE US

A GIFT THAT CULTIVATES: 

Ingram Endowed 
Scholarship 
Honors Family 

During a visit to 
campus, donor Bill 
Ingram shakes hands 
with OVU Student 
Government 
Association 
president, Stephen 
Tupitza as Tom 
Butterfield, 
Director of Church 
Relations looks on.

http://serenabmiller.com
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Throughout my tenure as President, 
many of you have heard me say that I 
intend to lead Ohio Valley University 
through fiscal responsibility and 
sound business principles. I am very 
pleased to report that we balanced the 
University’s budget during our 2012-13 
fiscal year and we are tracking solidly 
on budget for the first half of 2013-14!

December 2013 marked a six-year 
time span where our dedicated em-
ployees have seen no campus-wide 
salary increase. During the months of 
December 2012 and December 2013 
I worked to raise funds to provide fac-
ulty and staff the first Christmas bonus 
in our history. It is important for me 
to keep good people who have “stayed 
the course.”

As we move forward, I have three crucial needs:

1. Endowment: A restricted gift of $3 million for endowment would provide the 
University a safety net and gain us increased stability. Please consider how you 
might help us.

2. Cash Flow: Monthly cash flow is the most distressing issue we face. Our cash 
flow issues simply stem from paying off short-term debt. We now need:

a. As we pay back short-term loans, we seek new loans of $50,000 to 
$250,000 for terms of around 13 months at 4% interest. 

b. Please contact me if you can assist in any way. 

3. Matching Gift Challenge: An anonymous foundation recently offered 
OVU $25,000 for scholarships if we could find $25,000 in matching funds 
by September 30, 2014. Although the foundation did not restrict the funds 
to Bible majors, Christians and congregations who want to help could find 
their $1,000 contribution doubling to $2,000 to help a young man prepare to 
preach. I would be glad to help you or your congregation work on this project.

Other creative ways to help support include:

1. Roofing Repairs: The roof on the Athletic Department and Theatre was last 
replaced eight years ago and it has been badly leaking all winter. Some OVU 
alumni have formed a roofing company and have agreed to replace it for us at 
cost. The total cost is $50,000.  

2. Library Collection Appraisal: A well-known Bible scholar has donated his 
extensive library to OVU. In order to properly accept this gift, the collection 
needs to be appraised. The appraisal cost is $4,000.

» FINANCIAL MATTERS 

OVU Financial Status 
OVU Main Campus
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In closing, I now urge you to strongly “consider the numbers” below and join us in making a difference : 

• 139 Million: The number of Americans that live in 
the 16 states around OVU including the major met-
ropolitan areas of Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, 
Baltimore, Philadelphia and Washington, D.C.

• 2,246: The number of congregations of the churches 
of Christ in the primary geographic area that 
OVU serves

• 169,700: The number of members of churches of 
Christ in the geographic area OVU serves

• 41: The number of OVU Bible majors that are cur-
rently serving in congregations in that 16-state area 
(just over the past eight years)

Under my leadership we will be a university closely associated with, and in service to, churches of Christ. Please join us in 
our mission as we seek to grow God’s kingdom in this great work.

I recently heard an excellent sermon entitled "Stand For. Stood For." preached by 
Brett Hower, one of our Bible majors at OVU. I have heard many speeches in my 
lifetime, but Brett’s insight from Acts 7:54-60 stood out in my mind as of the most 
provocative sermons I have ever heard. 

I encourage you to listen for yourself and hear how Ohio Valley University students 
are making a difference in the Church and the world around them. They are think-
ers. They are proclaimers. They are doers. They are standing for truth. 

There are countless other alumni like Brett, that stand ready to demonstrate a faith 
nurtured and sharpend at OVU. Consider these key insights from Brett Hower 
and click [HERE] to listen to his entire sermon (scroll down to hear sermon audio 
delivered 9/29/13).

» STUDENTS WHO INSPIRE US 

Stand For. Stood For. 

Quotes from 
Brett's Lesson

• Do you stand for something 
worth standing for?

• Heaven’s citizens are not 
talking about the home 
country.

• When there is nothing else 
left—stand!

• Christ came to earth to 
stand for you when you 
couldn’t stand for yourself.

• If you don’t stand for 
Christ, who will?

OVU Student: Brett Hower

http://belprechurch.com/media.php?pageID=5
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Creative Giving Opportunity: OVU board member Bill 
Minsker recently donated advertising space on three outdoor 
boards around the state of West Virginia. These beautiful ad-
vertisements are located along major highways in Somersville, 
Clarksburg and Princeton. We applaud Bill’s generosity to 
help support our mission. How can you creatively support 
Ohio Valley University?

» PHOTOS 

Inspiring Story of Survival: Noted Holocaust survivor and 
author, Marion Blumenthal Lazan, recently shared her ex-
periences on campus. Lazan, pictured here with OVU’s 
Dr. Steven Hardy and me, is the author of “Four Perfect 
Pebbles” and travels the country speaking to students, 
schools, organizations and churches. Lazan’s book and 
presentations have been positively reviewed by noted per-
sonalities such as filmmaker Steven Spielberg and Nobel 
Laureate Elie Wiesel. We were blessed to host this event 
on our campus through the support of several individuals 
and institutions in the Mid-Ohio Valley community.

Most never hear history firsthand. Marion’s lessons are timeless: to be tolerant of others and not to stereotype individuals; to 
use positive thinking, creativity, and inner strength to overcome adversity; and to be true to yourself and not blindly follow 
a leader.

» STUDENTS WHO INSPIRE US 

OVU Alumni are Ready for the Fortune 500 
Last summer the Timken 
Company (NYSE:TKR), 
a global manufacturer of 
bearings and high-perfor-
mance steel components 
based in Canton, Ohio, 

hired 60 college juniors to work as interns in their corpo-
rate offices. Two OVU students, Joel Sweitzer (left) and 
Ethan Ash (right), were selected to serve as summer interns. 

Each year, Timken chooses 3 interns from this select group 
of 60 and offers them full-time employment after they gradu-
ate. I am proud to report that two of the three positions that 
were offered this past August were filled by Joel and Ethan! 
As Ohio Valley University alumni we wish them much suc-
cess in their new jobs. Our graduates leave this institution 
well-equipped to serve in business and industry.
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» CALENDAR 

Upcoming Events
APRIL

6-9  56th Annual OVU Lectureship: Perseverance in Faith

9-10  Barnabas Couples Retreat

26  Annual Stepping Stones Convention

29 A Cappella Singers Concert

MAY

9-10 50th Anniversary Class Reunion

10  Commencement

10  Phil Sturm’s Farewell Celebration

12-14  Inman Biblical Preaching Seminar

JUNE

7  Gospel Quartet Concert

19-22 Ohio State Youth Conference

22-27   Mid-Ohio Valley Work Camp

AUGUST

1-3  Shepherding Network

9  Bible Class Teachers Workshop

SEPTEMBER

12-14 Envision

OCTOBER

25 PACE Meeting/Dinner

NOVEMBER

6 Ministry Internship Fair

» STUDENTS WHO INSPIRE US 

Coming Home... 
to Plant and 
Water 

You will notice a new "look" 
to my report to you. Marty 
Davis recently joined OVU 
as the marketing director. 
He and our production man-
ager, Derek Cole take the 
ordinary and make it extraor-
dinary. Despite the outstand-
ing graphics, this report still 
comes directly from me to 
you. I hope you like it.

» SPECIAL MESSAGE 

New Look 

OVU graduate s  Cody 
and Micah Balch wi l l 
complete their ministry 
at the East Main Church 
of Christ in Kalamazoo, 
MI, this spring. They plan 

to relocate to Cody’s home in Powell, Ohio—a suburb of 
Columbus—and plant the Good News Church of Christ in 
that community. Cody will speak at the upcoming OVU 
Lectureship Series April 6-9 on starting new churches. He 
and his family are boldly fulfilling the Great Commission. 
They are also the fulfillment of OVU’s mission, and what we 
seek to instill in our students while they are with us.


